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JuLY 19, 1955.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Chavez, from the]Committee on Public Works, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany $. 1851] 

























The Committee on Public Works, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 1851) to direct the Secretary of the Army to convey certain land 
to Mary Ann Aust, having considered the same, report favorably 
thereon with amendments and recommend that the bill, as amended, 
do pass. 

The amendments are as follows: 

On page 2, strike out section 2 and insert in lieu thereof a new 
section as follows: 

Sec, 2. The conveyance authorized by this Act shall be conditional upon 
Mary Ann Aust paying into the Treasury of the United States, in return for the 


land conveyed, the current appraised fair market value thereof as determined by 
the Secretary of the Army. 


Add a new section as follows: 


Sec. 3. The cost of any surveys necessary as an incident to this conveyance 
shall be borne by the grantee. 

The purpose of this bill, as amended, is to direct the Secretary of 
the Army to convey by quitclaim deed to Mary Ann Aust, an area 
of about 1.4 acres of land within the Denison Reservoir project, 
Marshall County, Okla., upon payment by her to the United States 
of an amount equal to the present appraised fair market value of such 
land as determined by the Secretary of the Army. Mrs. Aust would 
also bear the cost of any necessary surveys in connection with the 
conveyance, st 

In 1952, Mrs. Mary Ann Aust purchased a tract of land comprising 
2.5 acres adjacent to the land acquired by the Federal Government 
for the Denison Dam and Reservoir project, Red River Basin, Okla. 
About 2 years later Mrs. Aust discovered that as a result of a faulty 
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v7 of the property she had acquired, a dwelling which she con- 
structed at a cost of approximately $16,000 was actually situated on 
Government-owned land. Mrs. Aust now desires to purchase the 
area to protect her investment. 

Mrs. Aust was advised by the Corps of Engineers that the 
Government-owned land her home occupies is zoned for agricultural 
and grazing use, and could be leased on a cottage-site lease for a term 
of 20 years at a nominal annual cost, pursuant to the Flood Control 
Act of 1946, as amended. Such a lease was recently approved by thie 
Department of the Army for a period of 20 years beginning September 
1, 1952, for a consideration of $15 perannum. The estimated current 
fair market value of the property is $280. 

The committee has been advised that disposal of this small area 
would not interfere with operation of the Denison Dam and Reservoir 

roject, or with any Government. plans for the area involved. The 
acia of the Army stated that conveyance of title to the land 
could have been accomplished under authority contained in the Fed- 
eral Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended, 
provided the property is determined to be surplus to the needs of 
the Government, and that negotiations had been going on with a 
representative of Mrs. Aust. Before the negotiations were consum- 
mated, however, the portion of existing law granting such authority 
expired (June 30, 1955), and at this time the only way by which the 
purpose could be accomplished would be through this special 
legislation. 

The committee doubts that conveyance of this property can be satis 

factorily accomplished under the authority of existing law, and if so 
it would be in substantially the same manner as is proposed by Senate 
bill 1851. The committee does not want to jeopardize Mrs. Aust’s 
chances of obtaining right and title to the area by declaring it surplus 
and securing bids for sale thereof. 
í In view of the circumstances surrounding this particular case, the 
committee believes it desirable to provide specific legislative author- 
ity for conveyance of the property to Mrs. Aust, and has amended the 
bill to fully protect the interests of the United States in the matter. 

Comments of the Bureau of the Budget and the Department of the 
Army on S. 1851 are as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, 
July 12, 1965, 
Hon. Dennis CHAVEZ, 


Chairman, Committee on Public Works, 
United States Senate. 


Dear Mr. Cuarrman: Reference is made to your request for the views of the 
Department of the Army with respect to 8, 1851, 84th Congress, a bill to direct 
the Secretary of the Army to convey certain land to Mary Ann Aust. 

The Department of the Army is not opposed to the enactment of this measure 
men recommends that the bill be amended in the manner set forth in this report. 

of the bill is to direct the Secretary of the Army to convey by 
a teed to Mary Ann Aust. of Marshall County, Okla., all the right, title, 
sai is nterest of the United grates in and to a parcel of land embracing 1.4 acres 
within the Denison oir pro; ea Oklahoma, for a price equal to 

the cost to the Due States of acquiring suc 
~ On November 3, 1952, Mrs. Anat Arcos a — owned tract of land 
racing 2.5 A ; ng the boundary of the Denison Dam 
5 an mi cost of $9 per acre. Late 
t engineer, et, of Engi- 
i ome te result of a faulty survey of the property 
which she constructed at a cost reported to be 
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$16,000 shortly after acquiring the property was‘placed on Government-owned 
land. Mrs. Aust made application at that time for a lease of the 1.4 acres of 
Government-owned land on which the dwelling had been placed. The Department 
of the Army has recently approved the leasing of the land to Mrs. Aust, pursuant 
to the Flood Control Act of 1946, as amended, “for recreational purposes and 

urposes incidental thereto” for a term of 20 years beginning September 1, 1952, 
or a consideration of $15 per annum. 

While the Department of the Army is not opposed to the conveyance of title to 
the land in view of tbe circumstances related above, it should be noted that this 
may be accomplished under authority contained in the Federal Property and 
Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended, provided the property is de- 
termined to ke surplus to the needs of the Government. Since the estimated 
current fair market value of the property is $280, the Department of the Army 
is authorized by General Services Administration regulations to negotiate the 
sale of this property to Mrs. Aust. However, if the committee favors specific 
legislative authority for the conveyance of the property to Mrs. Aust, it is recom- 
mended that section 2 of the bill be revised in the following manner to provide for 
the payment of the current appraised fair market value of the land: 

“Sec, 2, The conveyance authorized by this Act shall be conditional upon 
Mary Ann Aust paying into the Treasury of the United States, in return for the 
land conveyed, the current appraised fair market value thereof as determined 
by the Secretary of the Army.” 

It is further recommended that the following section be added: 

“Sec. 3. The cost of any surveys necessary as an incident to this conveyance 
shall be borne by the grantee.” 

The enactment of this measure will not involve the expenditure of any Depart- 
ment of the Army funds. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the submis- 
sion of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 
RoBERT T. STEVENS, 
Secretary of the Army. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET, 


i Washington D. C., July 11, 1955. 
Hon. DENNIS CHAVEZ, 


Chairman, Committee on Public Works, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Crarrman: This will acknowledge your letter of April 29, 
1955, requesting the views of the Bureau of the Budget on 8. 1851, a bill to direct 
the Secretary of the Army to convey certain land to Mary Ann Aust. 

The purpose of the bill is to direct the Secretary of the Army to convey by 
quitelaim deed to Mary Ann Aust of Marshall County, Okla., all right, title, and 
interest of the United States in and to a parcel of land embracing 1.4 acres within 
the Denison Dam and Reservoir project, Oklahoma, for a price equal to the cost 
to the United States of acquiring such land. 

The circumstances attendant upon the need for conveyance of title of this 
property are described by the Secretary of the Army in his report to your eom- 
mittee on this bill. The Secretary states in this report that conveyance of title 
may now be accomplished under authority contained in the Federal Property 
and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended, providing the property 
is determined to be surplus to the needs of the Government. Since the estimated 
current fair market value of the property is $280, the Secretary states that the 
Department of the Army is authorized by General Services Administration 
regulations to negotiate the sale of the property to Mrs. Aust. Such procedure 
is considered by the Bureau of the Budget to be more desirable than enactment 
of specific legislative authority. 

If the committee favors specific legislative authority for the conveyance, the 
Secretary of the Army recommends in his npt that the bill be revised to provide 
for the payment of the current appraised fair market value of the land and for 
the assumption by the grantee of costs incident to the conveyance. 
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The Bureau of the Budget questions whether specific legislation for the con- 
veyance is required in view of existing General Services Administration regulations, 
If, however, the committee favors specific legislation, we would have no objection 
to enactment of S. 1851 if modified as recommended by the Secretary of the Army. 

Sincerely yours, 
Percy RAPPAPORT, 
Assistant Director. 
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